
Co re  Ho u s in g  Ne e d

Da ta  fro m  th e  2 0 0 6  Ce n s u s

Pre s e n ta tio n  to  th e  NHRC Wo rk in g  Gro u p  o n  Ho u s in g  Da ta

Ro g e r Le w is
Po lic y a n d  Re s e a rc h  Div is io n
Ca n a d a  Mo rtg a g e  a n d  Ho u s in g  Co rp o ra tio n

Ma y 5 , 2 0 0 9
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In tro d u c tio n

 De fin itio n s  a n d  c o n c e p ts :
 Ac c e p ta b le  h o u s in g  a n d  c o re  h o u s in g  n e e d
 2 0 0 6  d a ta  –  w h a t’s  n e w ?

 Re c e n t a n d  p la n n e d  CMHC re le a s e s :
 Re s e a rc h  Hig h lig h ts
 Ho u s in g  in  Ca n a d a  On lin e  (HiCO)

 Fin d in g s  fro m  s e le c te d  Re s e a rc h  Hig h lig h ts :
 Co re  h o u s in g  n e e d
 Ho u s e h o ld  in c o m e s  a n d  s h e lte r c o s ts
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De fin itio n s  a n d  Co n c e p ts

ACCEPTABLE HOUSING re fe rs  to  h o u s in g  th a t is  
a d e q u a te  in  c o n d itio n , s u ita b le  in  s iz e , a n d  a ffo rd a b le .

A de qua te  h o u s in g  d o e s  n o t re q u ire  a n y m a jo r re p a irs , 
a c c o rd in g  to  re s id e n ts .
S uita b le  h o u s in g  h a s  e n o u g h  b e d ro o m s  fo r th e  s iz e  a n d  
m a k e -u p  o f re s id e n t h o u s e h o ld s , a c c o rd in g  to  Na tio n a l 
Oc c u p a n c y Sta n d a rd  (NOS) re q u ire m e n ts .
A ffo rda b le  h o u s in g  c o s ts  le s s  th a n  3 0 %  o f b e fo re -ta x 
h o u s e h o ld  in c o m e .
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De fin itio n s  a n d  Co n c e p ts

A h o u s e h o ld  is  in  CORE HOUSING NEED if :
 its  h o u s in g  d o e s  n o t m e e t o n e  o r m o re  o f th e  

a d e q u a c y, s u ita b ility, o r a ffo rd a b ility s ta n d a rd s , a nd
 it w o u ld  h a v e  to  s p e n d  3 0 %  o r m o re  o f its  b e fo re -ta x 

in c o m e  to  p a y th e  m e d ia n  re n t o f a lte rn a tiv e  lo c a l 
m a rk e t h o u s in g  th a t m e e ts  a ll th re e  s ta n d a rd s .  
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2 0 0 6  Da ta  –  Wh a t’s  Ne w ?

 Exte n s iv e  v e rific a tio n  o f 2 0 0 6  d a ta  ta b le s :
 In s p e c tio n  o f c o m p u te r lo g ic , c re a tio n  o f te s t ta b le s  –  a b s e n c e  

o f p u b lis h e d  b e n c h m a rk s

 Ch a n g e s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  2 0 0 6  Ce n s u s :
 Elim in a tio n  o f d is tin c tio n  b e tw e e n  fu ll-tim e  a n d  p a rt-tim e  

s c h o o l a tte n d a n c e   s lig h t re d u c tio n  in  c o re  h o u s in g  n e e d  
e s tim a te s  (a ll s tu d e n t h o u s e h o ld s  e xc lu d e d  fro m  c o re  
h o u s in g  n e e d  in s te a d  o f o n ly fu ll-tim e  s tu d e n t h o u s e h o ld s )

 Im p ro v e d  a p p lic a tio n  o f Na tio n a l Oc c u p a n c y Sta n d a rd  fo r la rg e  
h o u s e h o ld s   s lig h t re d u c tio n  in  c ro w d in g  (<  1 ,0 0 0  
h o u s e h o ld s )

 Co rre c tio n s  to  Mé tis  a n d  In u it h o u s e h o ld  d e fin itio n s  
 Afte r-ta x  s ta tis tic s  a v a ila b le  fo r th e  firs t tim e  –  h o u s e h o ld  

in c o m e s , s h e lte r-c o s t-to -in c o m e  ra tio s  (STIRs )
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CMHC re le a s e s  –  Fe b ru a ry 2 0 0 9

 Re s e a rc h  Hig h lig h ts : 2 0 0 6  Ce n s u s  Ho u s in g  Se rie s
 Is s u e  2  Th e  Ge o g ra p h y o f Co re  Ho u s in g  Ne e d , 2 0 0 1 -2 0 0 6
 Is s u e  3  Th e  Ad e q u a c y, Su ita b ility, a n d  Affo rd a b ility o f 

Ca n a d ia n  Ho u s in g , 1 9 9 1 -2 0 0 6

 Ho u s in g  in  Ca n a d a  On lin e  (HiCO)
 HiCO u p d a te d  w ith  2 0 0 6  d a ta  –  1 9 9 1 , 1 9 9 6 , 2 0 0 1 , 2 0 0 6  

d a ta
 An  in te ra c tiv e  to o l to  b u ild  c u s to m  d a ta  ta b le s  o n  h o u s in g  

c o n d itio n s  a n d  n e e d s
 Ac c e s s e d  th ro u g h  Ca n a d ia n  Ho u s in g  Ob s e rv e r p a g e s  o f 

CMHC w e b s ite
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Fu tu re  Re s e a rc h  Hig h lig h ts  a n d  Da ta  Pro d u c ts

 Re s e a rc h  Hig h lig h ts  (2 0 0 6  Ce n s u s  Ho u s in g  Se rie s )
 s h e lte r c o s ts  a n d  in c o m e s , m e tro p o lita n  a re a s , Ab o rig in a ls , 

s e v e re  n e e d s , s e n io rs , im m ig ra n ts , a n d  o th e r to p ic s  

 Up d a te  o f Ho u s in g  Ob s e rv e r ta b le s  (Exc e l fo rm a t)
 2 0 0 6  d a ta  o n  Ab o rig in a l h o u s in g  c o n d itio n s , c o re  h o u s in g  

n e e d

 Ch a p te r in  2 0 0 9  Ho u s in g  Ob s e rv e r o n  c o re  
h o u s in g  n e e d  in  2 0 0 6

 Cu s to m  d a ta  re q u e s ts :
 Co n ta c t: Je re m ia h  Pre n tic e  (jp re n tic @ c m h c -s c h l.g c .c a )
 Or u s e  th e  “Co n ta c t Us ” lin k  in  HiCO (HiCO-La Ce l@ c m h c .c a )

mailto:jprentic@cmhc-schl.gc.ca
mailto:HiCO-LaCel@cmhc-schl.gc.ca?subject=
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Th e  Ec o n o m y: Jo b  Cre a tio n  a n d  Un e m p lo ym e n t Ra te ,
Ca n a d a , 1 9 9 0 -2 0 0 8
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Co re  Ho u s in g  Ne e d , Ca n a d a , 1 9 9 1 -2 0 0 6
(Hig h lig h t #2 )
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Co re  Ho u s in g  Ne e d  - Ob s e rv a tio n s

 Im p ro v e m e n ts  in  c o re  h o u s in g  n e e d  s in c e  1 9 9 6  
re fle c te d  th e  s tre n g th e n in g  e c o n o m y.

 Fro m  2 0 0 1  to  2 0 0 6 , th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f h o u s e h o ld s  in  
c o re  h o u s in g  n e e d  fe ll in  m o s t p ro v in c e s  a n d  
te rrito rie s , e xc e p t Sa s k a tc h e w a n , Yu k o n , a n d  
No rth w e s t Te rrito rie s .

 Th e  d ro p  in  th e  in c id e n c e  o f c o re  h o u s in g  n e e d  fro m  
2 0 0 1  to  2 0 0 6  w a s  g e n e ra lly le s s  p ro n o u n c e d  th a n  fro m  
1 9 9 6  to  2 0 0 1 . 
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Co re  Ho u s in g  Ne e d , Pro v in c e s  a n d  Te rrito rie s , 2 0 0 6
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Co re  Ho u s in g  Ne e d , Me tro p o lita n  Are a s  (We s t), 2 0 0 6
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Co re  Ho u s in g  Ne e d , Me tro p o lita n  Are a s  (On ta rio ), 
2 0 0 6
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Co re  Ho u s in g  Ne e d , Me tro p o lita n  Are a s  (Ea s t), 2 0 0 6
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Hig h lig h t #3  –  Ho u s in g  Sta n d a rd s

• Ho u s e h o ld s  liv in g  in  a c c e p ta b le  h o u s in g
• Ho u s e h o ld s  n o t liv in g  in  a c c e p ta b le  h o u s in g : 

• Ho u s e h o ld s  a b le  o r u n a b le  to  a c c e s s  a c c e p ta b le  
h o u s in g

• Ho u s e h o ld s  u n a b le  to  a c c e s s  a c c e p ta b le  h o u s in g  a re  in  
c o re  h o u s in g  n e e d : 

• th e y w o u ld  h a v e  to  s p e n d  3 0 %  o r m o re  o f b e fo re -ta x in c o m e  to  
p a y th e  m e d ia n  re n t o f a lte rn a tiv e  lo c a l m a rk e t h o u s in g  

Focus on two groups:
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Ho u s in g  Ac c e p ta b ility, Ca n a d a , 1 9 9 1 -2 0 0 6
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Unable to access acceptable
housing - in core need
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 Source: CMHC (census-based housing indicators and data)

Households not in acceptable housing
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Th e  Th re e  Ho u s in g  Sta n d a rd s

 Affo rd a b ility  is  c o n s is te n tly th e  s ta n d a rd  th a t Ca n a d ia n  
h o u s in g  is  le a s t lik e ly to  m e e t.

 Su ita b ility (c ro w d in g ) is  th e  s ta n d a rd  m e t m o s t o fte n , 
fo llo w e d  c lo s e ly b y a d e q u a c y (s ta te  o f re p a ir). 
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Ho u s in g  Affo rd a b ility, Ca n a d a , 1 9 9 1 -2 0 0 6
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Ho u s in g  Su ita b ility, Ca n a d a , 1 9 9 1 -2 0 0 6
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Ho u s in g  Ad e q u a c y, Ca n a d a , 1 9 9 1 -2 0 0 6
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Ac c e s s  to  Ac c e p ta b le  Ho u s in g ,
Ho u s e h o ld s  in  Su b s ta n d a rd  Ho u s in g , Ca n a d a , 2 0 0 1  a n d  
2 0 0 6
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Co re  Ho u s in g  Ne e d  b y Ca u s e

Affo rda bility

S uita b ility
A de qua c y

Affordability is by far the most common reason for falling into 
core housing need. 

Source: CMHC (Census-based housing indicators and data)

Canada, 2006

In  2 0 0 6 , 8 9 .5 %  o f h o u s e h o ld s  in  
c o re  h o u s in g  n e e d  s p e n t 3 0 %  o r 

m o re  o f th e ir b e fo re -ta x in c o m e s  o n  
s h e lte r.
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Ho u s in g  Sta n d a rd s  –  Pro v in c e s  a n d  Te rrito rie s

 Mo s t p ro v in c e s  a n d  te rrito rie s  s h o w  s im ila r p a tte rn s  to  
Ca n a d a  a s  w h o le :

 Affo rd a b ility is  th e  m o s t p re s s in g  h o u s in g  is s u e ;
 Su ita b ility is  th e  s ta n d a rd  m o s t lik e ly to  b e  m e t.

 Nu n a v u t s h o w s  s trik in g  d iffe re n c e s :
 Hig h e s t p e rc e n ta g e  o f h o u s e h o ld s  in  c o re  h o u s in g  n e e d  

Ca n a d a ;
 Cro w d in g  is  th e  m o s t c o m m o n  h o u s in g  p ro b le m  (n e a rly a  th ird  

o f h o u s e h o ld s  liv e  in  u n s u ita b le  h o u s in g ). 
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Ho m e  Ow n e rs h ip  Ra te , Ca n a d a , 1 9 7 1 -2 0 0 6
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Ho u s in g  Co m p le tio n s , Ca n a d a , 1 9 9 0 -2 0 0 8
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Re a l Ch a n g e  in  Av e ra g e  MLS®  Re s id e n tia l Pric e s  a n d  
Av e ra g e  Re n ts , Ca n a d a , 1 9 9 1 -2 0 0 6
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MLS® is a registered trademark of the Canadian Real Estate Association.
Rents are for privately initiated apartments of three units or more.
Source: CMHC (Rental Market Survey) and adapted from CREA (MLS®)
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Hig h lig h t #4  (fo rth c o m in g ) - Sh e lte r Co s ts  a n d  
In c o m e s

 Sh e lte r c o s ts  in c lu d e  th e  fo llo w in g :
 fo r re n te rs  - re n t a n d  a n y p a ym e n ts  fo r e le c tric ity, fu e l, w a te r 

a n d  o th e r m u n ic ip a l s e rv ic e s ; a n d
 fo r o w n e rs  - m o rtg a g e  p a ym e n ts  (p rin c ip a l a n d  in te re s t), 

p ro p e rty ta xe s , a n d  a n y c o n d o m in iu m  fe e s , a lo n g  w ith  
p a ym e n ts  fo r e le c tric ity, fu e l, w a te r a n d  o th e r m u n ic ip a l 
s e rv ic e s . 

 Ho u s e h o ld  in c o m e s  b e fo re  ta xe s :
 s u m  o f th e  in c o m e s  o f a ll h o u s e h o ld  m e m b e rs
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In c o m e  a n d  Sh e lte r Co s t Gro w th

 Dis tin c t p a tte rn s  in  e a c h  in te rc e n s a l p e rio d :
 1 9 9 1 -9 6 : s h e lte r c o s ts  in c re a s e d  fa s te r th a n  in c o m e s
 1 9 9 6 -0 1 : a s  e c o n o m y im p ro v e d , in c o m e s  in c re a s e d  fa s te r 

th a n  s h e lte r c o s ts
 2 0 0 1 -0 6 : g ro w th  in  s h e lte r c o s ts  c a u g h t u p  to  g ro w th  in  

in c o m e s
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Gro w th  in  Ho u s e h o ld  In c o m e  a n d  Sh e lte r Co s ts , By 
Te n u re , Ca n a d a , 1 9 9 1 -2 0 0 1
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Income growth refers to the periods 1990-1995 and 1995-2000. Incomes are before taxes. 
Source: CMHC (census-based housing indicators and data)
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Gro w th  in  Ho u s e h o ld  In c o m e  a n d  Sh e lte r Co s ts , By 
Te n u re , Ca n a d a , 2 0 0 1 -2 0 0 6
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Income growth refers to the period 2000-2005. Incomes are before taxes.
Source: CMHC (census-based housing indicators and data)
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Sh e lte r-Co s t-to -In c o m e  Ra tio s  (STIRs ),
Ca n a d a , 1 9 9 1 -2 0 0 6
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Co n c lu s io n

 Th e  in c id e n c e  o f c o re  h o u s in g  n e e d  h a s  b ro a d ly 
p a ra lle le d  th e  g e n e ra l fo rtu n e s  o f th e  Ca n a d ia n  
e c o n o m y. 

 Ch a n g e s  in  s h e lte r c o s ts  a n d  h o u s e h o ld  in c o m e s  
re fle c t e c o n o m ic  a n d  h o u s in g  m a rk e t d e v e lo p m e n ts . 

 Cu rre n t e c o n o m ic  d iffic u ltie s  w ill in flu e n c e  fu tu re  
e s tim a te s  o f c o re  h o u s in g  n e e d .
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Data in HiCO
 Household data (number, av. income, av. shelter costs, av. STIR)
 Housing standards (crowding, major repairs, shelter costs ≤ 30%)
 Core housing need status
 Tenure (own, rent)
 Age of Maintainer (15-29, 30-44, 45-64, 65+)
 Household Type (Family, Multiple-family, Non-family)
 Aboriginal households
 Senior-led households
 20 years -- 1991-2006
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Geography
 Provinces
 Census Agglomerations (CAs)
 Census Metropolitan Areas (CMAs)
 Census Divisions (CDs)
 Census Sub-Divisions (CSDs)

 Communautés Urbaines (Que); Regional Districts 
(BC); Regional Municipalities (NS, ON, AB)

 Rural/Urban (< 2,500, 2,500 +)
 Small Urban Communities (2,500 – 10,000)
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